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S
1 | Listen.
2 | Talk with your friends.
3 | Listen and repeat.
4 | Listen and read what you hear.
5 | Listen again and write down what you hear.
6 | Write the following words as in the example.
7 | Listen and write the first letter under the picture.
8 | Listen and write the last letter under the picture.
9 | Listen and circle the “...".
10 | Listen and underline °...".
11 | Listen again and read what you hear.
12 | Read and write.
13 | Read and Mark.
14 | Listen and write down what you hear.
15 | Complete the table.
16 | Read and write the correct answers.
17 | Write the rest of the sentence.
18 | Look at the example and rewrite the sentences.
19 Circle the .Separate S}lbject Pronouns and underline the Attached Subj ect
Pronouns in the previous page. Follow the example to write them in the table.
20 | Complete the table and write one word for each blank.
21 | Read and write as the following example.
22 | Look at the pictures and write down the correct answers.
23 | Match the letters and make a new word.
24 | Answer the following questions.
25 | Look at the pictures then follow the example to write imperative sentences.
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v dog /sag/ (osl) Soo
A\ question /s0?al/ (o) Jges
A\ soup /sup/ (rv“’!) Fow
v whistle /sut/ (oel) g
¥ needle /suzan/ (ol) jgm
¥ ol &5 | black /sijah/ (cuo) (<55 pb) ol
\ apple /sib/ (ol) oo
¥ garlic /sir/ (oel) o
I3 wire /sim/ (poel) oo
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\e horn /ax/ (o) 2l
Y shampoo /fampu/ (o) 920l
¥ night /fab/ (o)
¥ camel /Jotor/ () 7
VF start /foru?/ (o)) €355
% sugar /lekar/ (rosl) S8
¥ pants /Jalvar/ (roesl) 1oL
¥ candle /fam?/ () o
y to hear /lenidan/ (J=) uw
\Y city /lahr/ (1os]) s
¥ milk /lir/ () o
¥ lion [fir/ (el) (Ol pL) e
V°

WY soap /sabun/ () ole
q morning /sobh/ (o) o
W breakfast /sobhane/ (l) R
q desert /sahra/ (ol) JE
W chair /sandali/ (owsl) Jzo
WY face /surat/ (osl) 90
¥ pink /surati/ (cdo) () pb) (g
o°

Y tape recorder /zabtesowt/ (sl) golas
WY multiplication /zarb/ (ol) oy
W weak /za?if/ (o) cigms
b

0 cantaloupe /talebi/ (o) A
\d nature /tabi?at/ (o) b
\0 gold /tala/ (ool) Moo
i rope /tanab/ (o)) s
0 parrot /tuti/ () sbsb
b

Vo container /zarf/ (osl) S
A noon /zohr/ () f°c‘°
&

WY width [Parz/ (o)) 02
VF bride /?arus/ (o)
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o930 (eSS Jolao sl (lgiio) o319
¥ doll /?arusak/ (josl) Soge
V¥ honey [?asal/ (osl) Jouse
¥ walking stick [?asad/ (os]) Las
e glasses /?ejnak/ (josl) S
¢
)i goose /qaz/ (o) 5t
V& OF food /qazad/ (o) 1B
¥ sunset /qorub/ () Y
o
N carpet [far(/ (osl) 38
\Y space /[faza/ (jool) L2
\Y astronaut /fazanavard/ (osl) 2y53L28
il pepper [felfel/ (o) il
X hazelnut /fandoq/ () 53
\ soccer /futbal/ (o) Jl5g8
P
) frame /aab/ (ol) S8
ye mushroom /qard/ (o) 28
Y spoon /aajoq/ () 5306
1) boat /adjea/ (o) 348
Y tablet /qors/ (o) ooy
X red /dermez/ (o) () pb) 5253
L butcher /qassab/ (osl) LB
W train /qatar/ (josl) L
Wb sugar cube /qand/ (sl) 128
} coffee /qahve/ (el) 0253
Y brown /qahvei/ (cdo) () pb) cslose
¥ frog /qurbage/ (o) 42058
V0 ) can, tin /quti/ (sl) (oo
W scissors /aejtfi/ (o) e
<
3 pine /kads/ (wl) 2
Ve castle /kax/ (o) 28
Y o5 &5 | Point of Sale (POS) /Kartxan/ () lgscosls
% worker /kargar/ (osl) 5,8
\VE ¥ paper /kaqaz/ () el
) kebab /kabab/ (osl) S

4eliojly / S5l pl5 | YA —




Yy'4

o pigeon /butar/

Y coat /kot/ |
Yo book /ketab/ ) SLS
\. library /ketabxane/ (ool W8-S
Y kettle /ketri/ () 555
W dirty /Kasif/ (o) oS
% rhino /kargadan/ (o) o558
% butter /kare/ (sl) o5
v ship /kefti/ (l) (228
Y 0,8 &5 | shoemaker /kaffaf/ (josl) 38
) shoes /kaff/ (josl) 285
¥ class /kelas/ (o) o8
W hat /kolah/ (o) 38
4 cabbage /kalam/ (oel) oS
v closet /komod/ (oe!) 5
Y mountain /kuh/ () 055
! bag /kif/ (o) a8
4 kilogram /kilugeram/ (wsl) £35S
S
\d garage /garaz/ (sl) 318
V& passport /gozarname/ (joel) 40Uy 35
v cat /gorbe/ () 425
) walnut /gerdu/ (o) 925
% wolf /gorg/ (ol) S5
¥ to say /goftan/ (J=) oS
¥ flower /gol/ (o) J5
A vase /goldan/ (o) a5
}) golf /golf/ (rel) 25
q treasure /gandz/ (o)) &5
v bird /gondzefk/ (o) SiirsS
4 tomato /godzefarangi/ (o)) S ypdn S
v car Jeul/ (o) 25
J
Y lamp /lamp/ (o) oo
A lip /lab/ (o))
¥ clothes /lebas/ (l) ol
Y gum /lase/ (o)) «
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llakke/

¥ sop)ls &G stain ) S0y
A pipe /lule/ (el) 4

I lemon, lime /limu/ (o) 90 |
A X mug /livan/ (o) Olodd
rﬂ
b mother /madar/ (osl) Lo
\& marker /mazik/ (l) S5
\& massage /masaz/ (o) Slole
5 yogurt /mast/ (ool) coslo
¥ car /mafin/ (l) Cotle
V0 dishwasher /mafin-e zarffuji/ (o) waid b Owile
! calculator /mafinhesab/ (ool Sl pilo
W moon /mah/ (wel) olo
v fish Jmahi/ (o) oobe
Y smoked fish /mahidudi/ (osol) g993 o0l
Ao sofa /mobl/ () Jeo
W married /mote?ahhel/ (o) Jalts
% triangle /mosallas/ (o) el
\0 bodyguard /mohéafez/ (rol) bﬂ‘xo
¥ pencil /medad/ () Slse
¥ school /madrese/ (joesl) sy
i man /mard/ (!) >
VE F hen /morgq/ (o)) £
A\ ill /mariz/ (o [ul) Gt yo
¥ farm /mazrae/ (osl) 430
\$ eyelash /mo3ze/ (o) o3
A mosque /masdzed/ (josl) Srn
AY toothbrush /mesvak/ (o) STgunce
b teacher /mo?allem/ (ol) ,»Lw
\F shop /maqaze/ (o) ojlio
¥ brain /maqz/ () o
v fly /magas/ (jol) K
W fog /meh/ (oel) 4o
) hair /mu/ () 92
V o)l & cellphone /mobajl/ (ol) Jobge
\ gop)l8 S motorcycle /motor/ (o)) 59590

09 Ll sl 590 50 b 590l b oS Blod QLS jo 1) L3als g0 ya a8 cusls o] p 1) eilie (0 09 axzd b 0,u8) ofly ol Laals o5
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institute

W assese/

¥ table /miz/
A fruit /mive/
s nail /naxon/
e letter /name/
5 bread /nan/
A cruiser /nav/ (o) 96
s pulse /nabz/ (osl) o2
e music note /not/ (oel) <6
Yo thread /nax/ (osl) &
£ ladder /nardeban/ (P JEARYS
Vo cleaner /nezafatti/ (ol) 2l
¥ o)l 4SS painter /naqqal/ (o) 306
Y map /nagfe/ (o) 4285
A negative /negativ/ (oel) 9515
X4 salt /namak/ (o) S
Vo)l &S newborn /nozad/ (osl) Sljg5
5 soft drink /nufabe/ () Ls g5
A\ straw /nej/ (o) &
9
A volleyball /valibal/ (rel) JLly
A bathtub /van/ (o) Olg
¥ sport [varzef/ (o)) 2109
A weight /vazne/ (o)) 535
0 middle /vasat/ (roosl) Lo
A virus /virus/ (o) 2929
[}
\Y peach /holu/ o) oo
\Y India (country name) /hend/ (wol) (1928 pb) 2
A\ watermelon . /hendevane/ (wsl) slgin
WY airplane /havapejma/ (sl) Losglon
Y carrot /havidz/ (wl) oo
]
W ice fiax/ (o)) 2
Y refrigerator /jaxyal/ (osl) Jls
WY collar /iaqe/ (osl) &8s
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English Translation for Conversations and Texts

Lesson (10):

I am Mohammad. I am from Indonesia. This lady is
my wife. Her name is Salma. We have two children.
My first daughter’s name is Zeinab. Zeinab studies
at school. My second daughter’s name is Zahra. We
live in Jakarta.

Sima’s mother is a tailor. She sews beautiful
dresses for Sima with amazing cloths and threads.
She has a sewing machine. Her sewing machine
works very well.

Lesson (11):

Neda: Hamed! Do you know where my Persian
book is?

Hamed: No, I don’t. Isn’t it in the library?

Sam: Mum, your Persian book is here.

Neda: Thank you.

Farnaz is going on a trip tomorrow. She likes
travelling by train. Farnaz is going to Qazvin to visit
her sister. Her sister’s name is Shaqayeq. She locks
the door before leaving.

Lesson (12):
Mehran: Excuse me, is this bag yours?

*7*”**G)mid:*Yes;it*is'minc. T T

Mehran: Is this notebook yours, too?

Omid: No. It is not mine. '

Mehran: Whose is this then?

Omid: This is Majid’s.

Majid: No. The notebook is not mine, it is Behzad’s.
Homayoun and Yasin have a juice shop. They serve
juice and hot drinks such as tea and coffee to
customers. In summer, their coffeechouse is
clattered up; because the weather is hot. They
always use fresh fruits.

Lesson (13):

Reza: How is the new house?

Sadeq: The new house is comfortable and beautiful.
Reza: How are the rooms?

Sadeq: One of the rooms is very big and the other
is small.

Reza: Do the rooms have enough light?

Sadeq: Yes, the big room does, but the small room
is dark.

Astronauts need special facilities to live in space. They
eat tablets instead of food every day. They should be
careful not to become sick and weak, because getting
sick is a complex issue in space.

Lesson (14):

Peter: When are you going to the cinema?
Michael: I am going to the cinema today. Are you
coming, too?

Peter: No. T am not going to the cinema. I am going
to the pool.

Michael: When do you go to the pool?

Peter: I go to the pool every day.

Michael: How nice!

Ali 1s a farmer and has a small farm. He has hens,
geese and bechives in the farm. Ali sells some of
his products such as locally laid eggs and locally
produced honey.

Lesson (15):

Behrooz: Sina! Where were you yesterday? Why
didn’t you come to university?

Sina: I was not feeling fine, I was home in bed.
Behrooz: Are you coming to university today?
Sina: Yes. I am.

Tannaz is a housewife. She reads after breakfast every
day. Her husband sometimes comes back home at
noon and they have lunch together. Tannaz is very
tidy. She washes the dishes after meals. Tannaz’s

husband is a schoolmaster.

Lesson (16):

Sam: How old are you?

Reza: I am twenty six years old. How old are you?
Sam: I am twenty one years old.

Mojdeh and Jaleh are sisters. They like travelling to
different countries. They went to Japan, Azerbaijan and
Argentina last year. They know Azeri Turkish and
spoke this language in Azerbaijan. Jaleh would like to
travel to Belgium this year, because one of her friends
lives in Belgium.

Lesson (17):

Soraya: It’s cold, Kiumars! Close the door please!
Kiumars: Ok.

Student: T have a question.

Professor: Go ahead.

Mother: sweetie! Put on your shoes!

Daughter: Sure.

Raul is six years old. He is going to enroll in school
this year. His father is from Sweden, but they live
in Switzerland. Raul likes chocolates a lot and
always eats chocolate. Raul’s father often travels.
They are wealthy.

English Translation for Conversations and Texts m




English Translation for Conversations and Texts

Lesson (1):

Maryam: Hi.

Sima: Hi.

Maryam: My name is Maryam. What’s your name?
Sima: My name is Sima.

Shima is a student. Shima lives in Albania. Shima is
learning Persian. Her father’s name is Arash.

Lesson (2):

Pedram: Hi.

Thomas: Hi.

Pedram: I am Pedram. I am Iranian. Where are you
from?

Thomas: I am Thomas. I am from Germany.

Philip is Irish. He lives in Italy. Philip is a
translator. He works in a company. He goes to Iran
in the Christmas holidays. Philip likes the Persian
Language.

Lesson (3):

Farhad: Hi.

Matt: Hi.

Farhad: I am Farhad. I am a Persian language
professor. How about you?

Matt: I am Matt. I am an Iranology professor.
Sheida and Shahin live in Shiraz. Sheida studies
Iranology. Shahin works in the municipality. He does
topography. They have a son and a daughter. They
go to Shomal (North of Iran) on holiday.

Lesson (4):

Ramin: Hi Robert.

Robert: Hi.

Rahman: Hi.

Ramin: This is my friend, Rahman. He is from
Egypt.

Robert: Nice to meet you.

Rahman: Nice to meet you, too.

Today is the birthday of a holy woman. Today is
Mother’s Day in Iran. Zahra bought a green scarf for
her mother. She bought a beautiful bouquet, too.

Lesson (5):

Ramin: Hello Doris.

Doris: Hello.

Ramin: How are you?

Doris: I am fine. Thank you. And you?

Ramin: I am fine, too. Thanks.

Dariush is a teacher. He teaches at a primary school.
His students like him. He likes the school and the
students, too.

Lesson (6):

Dorsa: Hi Behzad.

Behzad: Hi.

Dorsa: Are you well?

Behzad: I am fine. Thank you. How about you?
Dorsa: I am fine, too. Thank you. Good bye.
Behzad: Good bye.

My name is Mandana. My skirt is black. I have
color pencils. I paint the house and the banisters and
the sky. My mother and I had an ice cream and a
dessert.

Lesson (7):

Kamran: What is this?

Sahar: This is a stone.

Kamran: What is that?

Sahar: That is a book.

Kamran: Who is this?

Sahar: This is Sarah.

Kamran is a farmer. He has cows, sheep, ducks, doves
and a dog in the farm. His dog fought with a wolf today.
Kamran helped the dog and the wolf ran out. The wolf
left and the dog was injured a little.

Lesson (8):

Omid: Is this a flower?

Nazanin: Yes. This is a flower.

Omid: Is that a dog?

Nazanin: No. That is not a dog. That is a cat.
Omid: Is he a doctor?

Nazanin: No. He is not a doctor. He is a police
officer.

Lucas and Lincoln are brothers. Lucas is an athlete.
He plays volleyball. Lincoln is a lawyer. He is very
rich and always travels by plane.

Lesson (9):

Sama: Are you a doctor?

Bita: No, I am not a doctor. I am a nurse. Excuse
me, are you Iranian?

Sama: No. I am from Iraq. I study in Iran. I am a
nurse, too.

Bita: Nice to meet you.

Sama: Nice to meet you, too.

George is from Hungary. He is an entomologist. He
lives in Jamaica to do research on insects. Julia is
George’s spouse. They like living on the island.

m English Translation for Conversations and Texts




About the book

On this page, learner hears the words that were
taught on the previous page and simultaneously
writes down the letter that was just learned.

On this page, an easy, practical grammatical point is
taught.

This page contains exercises that help students
practice and internalize the grammatical points they
were taught in the previous page.

Pages 9 and 10 of every lesson

contain various other exercises.
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About the book

On this page, one Persian letter is presented in the
various styles it is written. In the previous page, the
various styles of representing every phoneme in
writing were deliberately ignored. That is the reason
why words showing all the different ways of
representing every phoneme in writing were chosen.

e o)
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On this page, learners hear the words they were S | N
taught on the previous page and write the letter at sssgiond i (910}
the same time. In other words, learners complete a
word and learn it by writing only one letter.

On this page, another Persian letter in its different
written forms is explained.
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About the book

4. The structure of the lessons

In the first five lessons, two consonants and two vowels are presented and in the next twelve
lessons two Persian consonants in each lesson are taught. The first five lessons do not cover any
grammatical points.

Each lesson starts by teaching a language function
in a short, simple and practical conversation. To
facilitate learners’ pronunciation, the phonemic
transcription of the mini-conversations is provided.
The conversations are written in the style of a
standard spoken conversation. The differences
between spoken Persian and written Persian are also
presented where necessary in the form of individual
points.

sy

After the language functions section, the lesson
continues by teaching the letters. This section
consists of a page teaching letters, showing how to 5
form letters and including their phonetic symbol. In 28 5508 ot -1 @O
this section, the effect of the previous letter on ——

writing the next letter is not taught. For example, in
order to avoid complexity of learning how to write

the letter “I”, the book has consciously disregarded

the Persian writing rule in which letters attached to
the previous letter follow a writing direction from
bottom to top. These points are elaborated on in the
teacher’s guide and are meant to be explained by the
teacher.

g g x
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About the book

D. Word functionality

Using words such as “,LLs" (street), “ wg95” (bus) which are mostly needed in daily life for

communication in a foreign society promotes Persian learners’ motivation.

E. Syllable structure

In word selection we have opted for short words, e.g. the word “foot” was chosen instead of
“pocket”. The same criterion was applied in the choice of proper nouns in the section of
language functions. The fewer the number of syllables in a word, the easier they can be learned.

F. Various styles of a phoneme in a word

Depending on its place in a word, each letter of the Persian alphabet is written in various ways.
In choosing sample words, the authors tried to include examples that show each letter in all
possible places.

The important feature of First step to learning Persian is that it has dealt with the four major
language skills such as listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Legible writing and Persian Calligraphy are also taken into account; therefore, some exercises
are presented in three sections of review (1), review (2) and review (3) through which the
students gain familiarity with Persian Calligraphy.

3. The structure of the book

The book First step to learning Persian consists of the following sections:

e Seventeen lessons of twelve pages each following the same structure.
e Seven functional points focusing on elements such as “tashdid” (double sounds),

orthographic conventions that constitute reading exceptions such as “xd/lgs” in

“xahar/ algs", “Persian numbers” and others.

e There are three review exercises after Lesson 6, Lesson 12 and at the end of the book.

e Exercise guidelines are translated into the learners’ first language in order to facilitate
understanding of the concept and purpose of the task.

e The phonemic chart shows Persian phonemes and their equivalents in the learners’ first
language.

o The wordlist for each lesson includes the lexical equivalents in the Persian learners’ first
language as well as their phonemic transcription.

e The translation of the conversations and the listening texts are available to Persian learners
in the book.

e The answer section includes responses to the tasks and the functional clues and the review
sections of the lessons.

m About the book




About the book

2. Word choice

Another feature of First step to learning Persian is that when learners are taught a letter in a lesson,
they also gain familiarity with at least ten words containing this letter. The criteria for word choice
are-as-follows:

A. High-frequency words

A significant criterion for word selection in teaching language to beginners is word high-
frequency and suitability for this level. In order to extract high frequency words in Persian, the
following six corpuses were used:

ol 25 g ol )6 b Siko 5,%‘)”&/#‘;)4@&&6}.(\\”‘\-).? (a0 9 .p ooz -
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8D GBS 085 . a6 9 ellbl b jb lisins (5l 3 3iliw] Ko (VWAY) .p ¢ )350
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6. AleAhmad A., Amiri H., Darrudi E., Rahgozar M., & Oroumchian F. (2009).
Hamshahri: A Standard Persian Text Collection. Tehran: Tehran University,
Knowledge-Based Systems, 22 (5), 382—387.

B. Word concreteness

All examples feature words that can easily be taught through pictures.

C. International words

Using international words such as “football” helps learners familiarise themselves with the
phonemes and the letters of the word “/f/” in Persian by using their own language knowledge
of these phonemes. In addition, learning such words is fast with the minimal effort; therefore,
using them can promote foreign Persian learners’ motivation.




About the book

The current book is designed for beginners based on the Standard Framework of Reference for
Teaching Persian in the world; hence, this book is written specially for beginner adult learners who
have no previous knowledge of Persian. In addition, since First step to learning Persian caters for
different learners whose first languages vary, it has been translated to different languages such as
English, German, French, Arabic, Russian, Urdu, Istanbul Turkish, Chinese and others. In other
words, First step Persian is a multilingual book that facilitates Persian learning.

This book follows the communicative approach, particularly Task-Based language teaching which
exposes Persian learners to authentic usage from the very beginning of the learning process. Each
lesson starts by teaching a language pattern or language function, e.g. “saying hello”, which is
taught through novel communicative-based tasks. This means that teaching Persian in this book
does not just teach the letters one by one, but rather presents them through the vocabulary in which
they are found.

1. The order of teaching the letters of the Persian alphabet

One of the fundamental issues in writing this book had to do with the order in which the instructor
should teach the letters of the alphabet. Eventually it was decided that the following criteria seemed
to point towards a suitable and efficient order:

A. Use of high frequency letters based on corpus studies by Sa'adi Foundation. The
compilation of these corpuses made use of the following books:
- First year Persian language book for primary school, Ministry of Education
- Second year Persian language book for primary school, Ministry of Education
-The first volume of Mina!
-The second volume of Mina

B. Teaching letters with similar shapes in succession;

<

‘@ « «”. Experience shows that

teaching letters with similar shapes help Persian learners learn the alphabet more easily
and in a shorter time.

C. Phonological considerations were taken into account in teaching Persian; hence, letters
with individual phonetic representations are taught first, followed by letters without
independent phonological representation. The latter group mostly consists of the letters
found in words that have entered Persian from Arabic and can rarely be seen among the
basic and high frequency words in Persian.

Overall, the book map is designed in a way that the high frequency letters in the above-mentioned
corpus are taught in the first lessons. In addition, the less frequent letters with the same shape as

the frequent ones are also taught. For example, “,” is a high frequency letter taught in the fourth
lesson, and the letter “;” is also introduced in the same lesson. Letters such as “ b b «& g (yo 2

j «& 5”7 that are low frequency are taught in the later lessons of the book.

1 Mina is a course book designed to teach Persian language to speakers of other languages in Sa‘adi Foundation

n About the book




About the Persian Language

Another feature of Persian language that attracts many admirers of the language is its rhythm,
which is harmonious and delicate. In addition, a rich treasury of Persian proverbs recounts pleasant
stories of human history. Persian is the language of poetry and literature closely connected to the
rich Iranian culture. Persian poets and literary men are well-known and respected among scholars

and 1ntellectuals across the world.

Unlike other common world languages such as English, Arabic, French and German that
developed as branches of larger language groups, modern Persian has developed from the very
ancient Persian which existed for more than one thousand years, which is confirmed by the fact
that Persian poetry written as early as ten centuries ago is still understandable by modern Iranians.

The Persian writing system has the following specific features:

1. It is written and read from right to left;

2. It contains dots as means of distinguishing between letters;

3. Most of its letters are connected. Depending on the place that each letter occupies, at the
beginning, middle or end of the word, it is connected to the previous or the following letter;
however, the shape of some letters does not change no matter where in the sentence they
are located.

»., = -

4.—Showing short vowels in Persian is optional. For example:” )50 5 caws p1S” < 5 Caws p 1S

- 23
O g0

———5:—SomePersian-phonemes-are represented-in-writing by more-than-one-letter—This-happens——

represented with the letters (o «& « ). Persian has a total of 29 phonemes, 23 consonants

and six vowels.

Some mistakenly assume that Persian writing makes learning this language difficult; in fact, if
Persian writing with all its specific features is taught in an effective manner, learning it can
become easier.

First step Persian is an attempt at disseminating Persian with a view to making its invaluable
literature more accessible. It is also an opportunity for all those interested in the language of
Molavi, Sa'adi, Hafez and other Iranian intellectuals, for learning this sweet, deep-rooted
language and benefit from its teachings.

About the Persian Language




About the Persian Language

Unfortunately, many people hold an erroneous belief about Persian. They think that Persian and
Arabic are the same, or at least that they are very similar. While Arabic is a central Semitic
language, Persian is a branch of the Indo-European language family; therefore, these two
languages belong to two different language families and are quite dissimilar. It is likely that the
similarity between Persian and Arabic writing as well as the large number of words that were
borrowed from Arabic to Persian, may have helped shape this wrong belief. Despite the fact that
there are many Arabic loanwords in Persian, the phonetic, grammatical, and the syntactic structure
of the language are not radically changed, while the loanwords themselves were semantically and
phonetically changed. The only fundamental similarity between Persian and Arabic is their writing
system.

Therefore, before starting to learn Persian, it would be helpful to familiarize ourselves with some
of its features. The following features show how easy it is to learn Persian:

1. The Persian alphabet includes 32 letters, but 29 phonemes.

2. The Persian word order is “Subject, Object, and Verb” (SVO); for example: “1, e roam
257, But the order is flexible and can be changed.

3. Persian is pro-drop, which means that the subject pronoun can be omitted with no loss of
Sense, €.8. “piumd eloo /piumd plro o’

4. In a Persian sentence the verb must agree only with the subject; for example: oS &G )"
s QLS iz 5/ ey

5. Nouns, adjectives and pronouns are not inflected in Persian. This is a main reason for the
ease of learning Persian, €.g. ;o K295 juuw b 5l /3,91 1) o 265 umwy 9l /30T o Sz6S juuny

ol

6. In Persian, nouns generally come before the adjective, e.g. Ly jus>

7. Persian Grammar has no grammatical gender, which means that nouns, pronouns and
adjectives do not take grammatical affixes, e.g. jivsal 555 )5 / bodl juw / jbsal s>

8. In Persian, “articles” are not that important like some other languages; for example: “ )

piwd gxiils” in Persian is “I am a student” in English. In fact, Persian speakers do not

usually use the articles as the speakers of other languages do.

9. Like many other languages, Persian includes two varieties, written and spoken. This means
that the Persian used in books, articles, newspapers and so on is different from the
colloquial variety used in people’s daily life. Persian can also be classified into three
common varieties, standard, colloquial and slang Persian. Standard spoken Persian is very
similar to standard written Persian. Persian learners need to familiarize themselves with

these two language varieties, e.g. written Persian:".p95 0bbs s 1) Je jg 025 oo“ and spoken

Persian: "o 09l 95 90 (e g 0"
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About the Persian Language

In the past, Persian was widely spoken over a large region of the world. The following map
shows the Persian language territories 500 years before the birth of Christ:

The green color
shows the domain of
Persian  language
500 years before the
birth of Christ.
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Persian is the official language of Iran and Tajikistan; it is also one of the two official languages
in Afghanistan. Western Persian, named “Farsi”, is spoken in Iran, while “Dari” is spoken in
Afghanistan and “Tajiki” in Tajikistan. It is worth noting that apart from the Islamic Republicof —
Iran, Afghanistan and Tajikistan, Persian is also spoken in Uzbekistan, Iraq, India, Pakistan,
Turkey, the Persian Gulf countries and Central Asia. Since Persian speakers have immigrated to
various—countries—around-the—world;Persian—has—expanded—in—America,—Australia—and-moest ————

there are approximately 250 million Persian speakers in the world.

The following map shows where Persian is spoken:

The green parts show the
countries where Persian is
spoken; the red parts
indicate where Persian
speaking immigrants live.
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About the Persian Language

Persian is one of the oldest languages in human history and has developed over the course of
more than 2500 years. According to available evidence, Persian was considered on a par with
Greek, Latin and Sanskrit at the European Literary Men and Linguists meeting in Berlin in 1872;
it was also considered one of the ancient classic languages across the globe. On the whole,
Persian is a classic language with the following features:

1. Itis ancient;

2. It has arich literary history;

3. It has hardly changed in recent years.

Persian is one of the subsets of the Iranian languages within the Indo-European language family,
the largest language family in the world. Persian is the only language among the Iranian languages
that still possesses written documents from all its three eras, Old, Middle and Modern Persian. The
variety of Persian spoken in Iran and other parts of the world today is a direct descendant of Middle
Persian.
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FIRST STEP PERSIAN

Novice

In learning the Persian language, the first step is very important and vital.
The book First Step Persian is written based on the rich experience of
Persian teachers and professors in Iran and other countries. The most
important purpose of First Step Persian is to make learners use Persian from
the very beginning of the learning process. All tasks are communicative;
as a result, each task requires a focused, linguistic performance. First Step
Persian is language-oriented and covers all the necessary language skills.
It familiarizes learners with the necessary words, functions, concepts and
the basic, and the most frequently used structures in Persian. In First Step
Persian, Persian is learnt through doing. By the end of this book, learners
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